
Report any concerns if you suspect a child is being harmed or at risk of being 

harmed.  Please contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead or the Deputy. 

If a child is in immediate danger, call the police on 999 immediately. 

You can also contact the Integrated Front Door - Children’s Services 

 0300 300 8585  (Mon-Thurs 0845-1720hrs & Fri 0845-1620hrs) 

       0300 300 8123 (Out of Hours) 

 IFD@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Who to contact if you have a concern 

about a child. 

 

Safeguarding is the action we take to 

promote the welfare of children and protect 

them from harm. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility! 

 

School ‘Keep Clear Signs’ 

 

Please remember not to park on the yellow 

zig-zags and do not use the car park as a 

thoroughfare.  PLEASE USE THE 

DESIGNATED PATHS AT ALL TIMES. 

Ridgmont Lower School ~ 

Safeguarding Newsletter 

Autumn is well under way! 

What’s included? 

• The role of the Safe-

guarding Governor 

• Is this appropriate for 

my child? 

• Halloween Safety 

• What parents need to 

know about Roblox 

• What parents needs to 

know about Fortnite 

• Halloween Safety Tips 
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Autumn 1 ~ 2026 

Ridgmont’s Safeguarding Team 

The Designated 
Safeguarding Lead  

(DSL) 

is 

Allison Jakes 
Headteacher 

 

The Deputy        
Designated       

Safeguarding Lead 

(DDSL) 

 is 

Jane Stringall 
Senior Teacher 

 

 



As I’m sure you can imagine, your children love to share with us how they spend their 

time when they are not in school. 

 

Often they talk about the friends and family they have spent time with and places 

they have visited.  They also like to tell us about computer games they play and two 

that crop up regularly are Roblox and Fortnite. 

 

We are always concerned when we hear children have accessed Fortnite as this is age 

restricted but it is often because they have older siblings. 

 

With this in mind, please find included with this newsletter information leaflets on 

both of these games. 

 

Alongside this you will also find advice on how to manage screen time.  This has been 

a hot news topic this week! 

Our safeguarding Governor is Mrs Christine Sweetnam. 

 

The Safeguarding Governor’s responsibilities include:  

 

➢ Ensuring the school is following safer recruitment procedures when recruiting any 

new staff members  

 

➢ Reviewing all activity and policy relating to the physical and emotional well-being 

of all children  

 

➢ Seeking improvement to ensure the school follows best practice in creating a       

productive and safe environment for all  

What is the role of the Safeguarding Governor? 

Is this appropriate for my child? 
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Halloween Safety 

 
Information on how to have a safe and happy Halloween is included in this newsletter. 



Attendance facts:  

• All schools must report their termly attendance percentages to the local authority.  

• Parents have a legal responsibility to ensure that their child receives a full-time education.  

• Parents can be issued with a fixed penalty notice for failing to ensure their child attends school       

regularly – this includes taking a child out of school on holiday.  

• The local authority has the power to prosecute parents in the magistrate’s court for the offence of   

failing to ensure their child attends school regularly.  

• If your child arrives after 9.15am we are required to mark them as having an unauthorised absence 

for the whole morning – arriving after 9.15am once in a week brings their attendance down to 90% for 

that week.  

There is much evidence to show that good attendance plays a vital role in helping your 

child to achieve their potential. We also know that poor attendance can lead to other  

problems for children. Children who do not attend school regularly are more likely to:  

• Fall behind in their school work  

• Find it difficult to make and keep friends  

• Be unhappy at school  

• Misbehave so that others cannot see that they are finding the work difficult  

• Learn poor attendance habits that follow through to middle and upper school and future employment  

Poor punctuality can also disadvantage children in many ways:  

• Being frequently late adds up to lost learning. For example, arriving 15 minutes late every day is the 

same as being absent for 2 weeks of the year  

• When children are late they find it harder to settle in to the routine of the day 

• When children arrive late they often miss key messages and teaching which continues to have an   

effect on their learning for the rest of the lesson or day 

• Poor punctuality disrupts the class and is embarrassing for the child  

• Your child being late disturbs the learning of the whole class  

 

Things to note: 

• Understanding that holiday in term time will usually be unauthorised except in extreme                 

circumstances, still means the absence is to be REQUESTED; please do not assume it is your right! 

• Even if your child is not of compulsory school age, absence is still to be REQUESTED.  If you have 

agreed for your child to attend school on given days, then their attendance is expected! 

 

Getting here on time every day really is important in helping your child to become a    

happy and successful learner. Every day really does count!  

 

Ridgmont Lower School’s Attendance vs National Figure for w/e 25.09.2026* 

95.52% vs 95.68% 

 

*most up to date data available 

Attendance Matters!! 
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