
Newsletter  
January 2010 

 

Spring Term 2010       
 

Dear Parents and Children,  

 

Happy New Year to everyone, and welcome to the Spring Term. We hope you had an enjoyable holiday and are looking forward to 

returning to Class 1. 

 

This term we are very excited as our topic is Tall Towers, Small Cottages and Everything In - Between.  Mrs Abbey and I have 

attached our planning for this term and as with all our work in Class 1, the topic will continue to develop the early learning goals through 

a practical approach to the curriculum.  

 

We will be looking at buildings and structures and specifically relating this to the construction of buildings using different materials. 

We will be using the story of the 3 Little Pigs as our starting point. The children will be making and decorating individual houses using 

different materials.  Any help you can offer; empty packages, balsa wood, straw, breeze blocks, cement, wood and practical help with 

building would be very much appreciated. We would love it if a builder would like to come and talk about their work. 

 

If you have any questions about our work in Class 1 or would like to come and help you would be very welcome. Please do not hesitate to 

speak to either myself or Mrs Abbey. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

Mrs Spearing, Mrs Abbey. 

 

 

Class 1 



 

Physical 

Explore body shape and movement 

Dance from different countries 

Using tools for construction 

Modelling – using play dough, clay 

Using cameras and video equipment  

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Buildings – how they are built, different 

buildings in different countries 

Begin to think about how buildings are 

constructed and their purposes strength - 

weaknesses 

Look at changes to different materials when 

water, sand, cement, glue etc is added 

Testing the properties of different materials 

Celebrations - different buildings for 

different celebrations 

Communication/Language/Literacy 

Listening, understanding and giving instructions 

Looking at books on buildings = non fiction 

Listen with enjoyment to a story (3 Little Pigs) 

Show an understanding of the elements of the 

story - main characters, sequencing of events 

Sustain attentive listening responding to  

what they have heard by relevant comments 

questions, suggestions or actions  

Using the language of prediction 

Using different materials to build houses etc for 

imaginative talk in role play 

 

Mathematics 

Counting number of bricks etc 

Investigate local environment – door 

numbers recognising numbers and their 

relevance 

Use language of comparison;  

Biggest, smallest, lightest, heaviest 

Use ordinal numbers; 

What do we add first, second etc? 

Weighing / measuring ingredients 

Shape – 2d and 3d looking at packets and 

tins 

Sorting by size and weight 

Creative 

Role play - houses of the 3 Little Pigs, castles, 

shop, bakery,  

Draw / make houses using a range of materials 

Recreating and making up stories through 

imaginative and small world play 

Making cement and building with bricks, sticks 

and straw 

Experimenting with different materials for 

collages etc 

 
 

Learning Intentions – Tall Towers, Small Cottages and Everything In-Between! 

Personal/Social/Emotional 

Maintain attention, concentrate and sit 

quietly.  

Understand what is right and wrong. 

Understand consequences of actions  

Sharing 

Giving and Receiving 

Respect/Politeness 

 

Tall Towers, 

Small Cottages…… 


